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SUNDAY WORSHIP, OCTOBER 25, 2020 
REFORMATION 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order 
to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in 
the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more 
fully in worship and mission. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 
Prelude on “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (Ein’ Feste Burg), settings by Hal Hopson, Bruce 
Greer. Bud Esper, organ. © 2016 Hope Publishing, and © 1997 Hosanna Music/Word Music. Used by permission 

under One License #A-729360.  All rights reserved. 

 
GATHERING 
P  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C  Amen. 

 
P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C  Amen. 

  
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
C  Amen. 

 
 
 



GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 
WA   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
WA  Let us pray.  

 
WA  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 

 
 
WORD 
P God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jerimiah 31: 31—34 
L  31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 



 
 
PSALM: Psalm 46  (to be read responsively) 

 
L  1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C   2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains 

shake in the depths of the sea; 
 
L  3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C   4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 

Most High. 
 
L  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of 

day. 
C   6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.   

 
L  7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

C   8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon 

the earth; 
 
L  9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow,  

and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
C  10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I 

will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
L  11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 3: 19—28  
L  19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
   21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 
  
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
C  Allelulia.  In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us.  Alleluia.  
 
GOSPEL: John 8: 31—36 
P  The holy gospel according to Saint John. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P  31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 

truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
P  The gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 

+++    SERMON    +++    Rev. Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor    +++ 

 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Thy Strong Word”, #511  (Verses 1, 4 & 5)   
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976. Music: Thomas Williams, 1869-1944. ©1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission under One License #A-729360.  All rights reserved. 
 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
 at thy speaking it was done. 
 For created light we thank thee, 
 while thine ordered seasons run. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise to thee who light dost send! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia without end! 
 
4 From the cross thy wisdom shining 
 breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
 from the cross forever beameth 
 all thy bright redeeming light. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise to thee who light dost send! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia without end! 
 



5 Give us lips to sing thy glory, 
 tongues thy mercy to proclaim, 
 throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
 mouths to speak thy holy name. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 May the light which thou dost send 
 fill our songs with alleluias, 
 alleluias without end! 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
WA  Let us confess the faith of the church. 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
DEDICATION OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
P   Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we 

set apart this Christ Candle to the glory of God in loving memory of James Halka, Emil and 
Carolyn Gnam’s son-in-law. 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have 
enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to show your 
splendor to our children and you have invited us to praise you with lives of love, justice and 
joy. 

Send your blessings on this Christ Candle, which we set apart today; may it be to us 
of Christ, the Light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome. 

To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P   With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 
WA  Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church 

is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the 
church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 
WA  As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this 

planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering 
from natural disasters of any kind especially the floods in the South and the wildfires 
out West.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 



WA    Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own 

 land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 
WA  Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch 

to those who are ill (especially).  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 
WA  In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in 

their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, 
unify us in the hope of the gospel.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 
WA  Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our 

ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those 
who work for the renewal of the church.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

 
P  Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you.  

 
 
SHARE THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Without shaking hands, share the universal sign of 
peace with your neighbors. 



MEAL  
P  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P  The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

 
P  Lift up your hearts. 

C   We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

C   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
P  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to 
you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept 
our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and 
blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. 
C  Amen. 

 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION   Receive the Communion elements. 
P  The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C   Amen.   

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P  The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C   Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Let us pray. 

P  We give you thanks, almighty god, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our lord. 
C   Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C   Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG  
“How Firm a Foundation”,  #796  (verses 1-3) 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787. Music: Early American. Public Domain. 

 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 
 



3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

+++          +++          +++ 
 

 
 
COMMEMORATIVE HYMN 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Ein’ Feste Burg), #504     Verses 1, 2, 4 
Text and Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; © 1978 translation Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under One 
License @A-729360.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 



 

 

For Your Information 

  

NEW SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 

Beginning next weekend, Sunday, November 1, 2020 the time for the Sunday worship services will change to 

9:30AM and 11:00AM.  The church will still be completely sanitized between services.   

  

DON'T FORGET DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS on Saturday, October 31st also.  So, turn your clocks BACK 

an hour before you go to bed and join the St. Luke family at 9:30AM or 11:00AM on November 1st. 

  
FALL CLEAN UP DAY 
Saturday, November 7, 2020   9am—1pm   (Rain Date: 11/14/20) 
The Property Committee is calling upon the women and men of St Luke to dedicate a few hours to help keep 
our church property beautiful. Mark your calendar if you can join in.  We’re going to use SignUpGenius for 
interested participants to sign up. It will go live sometime tomorrow/Monday.   
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
Due to the pandemic, we will be hosting our Annual Congregation Meeting on Tuesday, November, 17th at 
6:30pm on Zoom.  You will be receiving your invitations via email.  Those without email will receive 
information via post office mail.  We will be voting on the budget for 2021 as well as new Church Council 
nominees.   
We have 3 volunteers for 4 positions.  If anyone in the congregation would like to volunteer please call Janet 
Vetrano 910 575 2595.  Thank you in advance for volunteering. 
 
CARPET CLEANING 
Jeff Williams of Atlantic Carpet Cleaning is donating his services to professionally clean our St Luke carpets.  
He already cleaned the Sanctuary carpet and then tomorrow, he will focus on both Fellowship Hall and the 
Administration Office building.  Because he is being so very generous of his time and talent, and because he 
was highly recommended by a church member, we urge you to give him a call the next time you need 
professional carpet cleaning in your home, office or organization facility:  910.540.0287.  There is a call for 
help to move tables and chairs in Fellowship Hall prior to its scheduled carpet cleaning, please contact Gary 
Reynolds. 
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