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SUNDAY WORSHIP, NOVEMBER 15, 2020 
24th Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. 
Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus 
tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the 
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around 
signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s 
coming among us. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“The Lost Chord”, Sir Arthur Sullivan, 1877.                                           Bud Esper, piano. 
© 1918, Carl Fischer Music. Public Domain. 

 
 
GATHERING 
P  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C  Amen. 

 
P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C  Amen. 

  
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
C  Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

 
 
KYRIE 
WA   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
WA  Let us pray.  

 
WA  Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give 

us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom and prepare us for the 
joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 

 
 
WORD 
P God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1: 7, 12—18 
L  7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 
 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
“The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 



13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 
 
14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of 
the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day 
of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty 
battlements. 
 
17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 
because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them 
on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be 
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM: Psalm  90: 1—8, 12 (to be read responsively)   
 

L  1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
C   2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth  

were born, from age to age you are God. 
 
L  3You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” 

C   4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 

and like a watch in the night; 
 
L  5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: 

C   6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and 

withered. 
 
L  12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
 
L   1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 

have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then 
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night 
or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do but let us keep awake and be 
sober; 7for those who sleep; sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining 



salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 
indeed you are doing. 
 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
C  Allelulia.  In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us.  Alleluia.  
 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:14-30 
P  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 

slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had 
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them and made five more 
talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.  
 
19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then 
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’  
 
21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’  
 
26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw 
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 
P  The gospel of the Lord. 



C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 

+++    SERMON    +++    Rev. Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor    +++ 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

“When Peace like a River” (Ville du Havre) # 785 (verses 1, 3, 4) 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888. Music: Phillip D. Bliss, 1838-1876. Public Domain. 
 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Refrain 
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
 
Refrain 
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
even so it is well with my soul.  
 
Refrain 
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
 
DEDICATION OF THE SANCTUARY GRAND PIANO 
P   Dear friends, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we set apart 

this sanctuary grand piano to the glory of God in loving memory of Pam Femrite, sister of 
Beth and John Grunewalder, for the glory and praise of God. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for your abundant gifts.  The whole 
earth reflects your glory; all your creatures praise you.  We lift our voices to join the sounds 
and song of heaven and earth, of things seen and unseen, in praise of your glory. 
 
Send your blessing upon us and upon this grand piano, which we dedicate to your praise 
and glory.  Enrich the lives of your people through it and grant us faith to hear your 
gracious purpose in it.  By your Holy Spirit, let this grand piano enliven the proclamation of 
your word to the building up of your church, to the glory of your name, and to the good of 



all your people; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

 
P   Let us bless the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
P   The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 

C   Amen. 

 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
WA  Let us confess the faith of the church. 

 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P   Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 

power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

WA  Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of 

your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and 
refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the 

beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where 
exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA    Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern 

for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade 
agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds 

of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. 
Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 



WA  Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the 

margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of 
others. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their 

labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your 
love. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
P  Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever 
C Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you.  

 
 
SHARE THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD   
P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. 
For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for 
life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

Without shaking hands, share the universal sign of 
peace with your neighbors. 



 

P Send your Spirit of truth, of God; rekindle your gifts within us:  renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  Faithful to 
your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
SENDING SONG  

“O Jesus, I Have Promised ” (Munich), #810 (verses 1, 3, 4) 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. Music: Neuvermebrtes Gesangbuch, 1693. Public Domain. 

 

 

1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 
I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 
Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 
 

4  O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 



C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

+++          +++          +++ 
 

 

For Your Information 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
Reminder:  Our Annual Congregation Meeting on Tuesday, November, 17th at 6:30pm on Zoom.  By 
now, you have received your invitations via email.  Today, Sunday November 15 is the last day 
voting ballots will be accepted.  There is a box in the narthex for the ballots.  
 
BFA CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AND SENIORS 
This year St. Luke is supporting the Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA) Christmas Gift Program by 
collecting monetary donations.  Due to the coronavirus, BFA staff will do the shopping for you!  
Look for the decorated Christmas gift box where you can insert your donations.  The box will be 
located in the hallway outside the church office Mondays through Thursdays during office hours 
(9am – 2pm) and in the entrance to the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  Checks should be made 
out to “Brunswick Family Assistance.”  You may also mail your checks to the church.  Donations 
will be collected throughout November.  Thank you for your generosity in helping to make it a 
bright and blessed Christmas for the less fortunate members of our community with increased 
numbers this year due to the outbreak and economic impact of COVID-19! 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
The Altar Guild has organized the annual Christmas Poinsettia Sale.  Price: $6/pot.  An order form 
was provided last week as an insert.  Extra copies are available in the narthex.  Complete the form 
and include a check made out to St Luke Lutheran Church with “Poinsettia” in the memo.  Deadline: 
first Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020.  As in the past, the flowers will adorn the altar, 
baptismal font and other Sanctuary sites.  You can take yours home after Sunday service, December 
27.  
 
LMM YEAR’S END MEETING 
All men of St Luke church are welcome! November 30th 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. Email or text 
John Schmidt if you will be attending.  
 
SOUP-to-GO EVENT sponsored by Brunswick County Homeless Coalition 
Saturday, November 21, 11am to 1:30pm at the BSRI Center, 101 Stone Chimney Rd, Supply.  
Suggested donation:  $5/bag which includes ready-to-go soup or chili in a carryout cup with lid, 
serving of bread, cookie, napkin and spoon.  For more info:  http://BrunswickHomeless.com 
 
The Lord’s Food Pantry 

St Luke continues to distribute food on its assigned Saturdays for The Lord’s Food Pantry held at 

Camp United Methodist in Shallotte.  We are continuing to accept food donations or checks to 

purchase food for distribution.  And, the need is increasing in Brunswick County and the recipients 

are so very grateful for the support. 
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