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SUNDAY WORSHIP, NOVEMBER 29, 2020 
1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Stir up your power and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar 
to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out 
for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear 
Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can 
sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really 
look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear 
open the heavens and come.  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“St. George’s Windsor”, arr. Jason Payne.                                           Bud Esper, organ. 
© 2015 Lorenz. Used with permission under One License @A-729360.  All rights reserved 

 
 
GATHERING 
P  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

 
P   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 

C   have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

  



P   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C  Amen. 

 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

 
 
KYRIE 
WA   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
WA   Let us pray.  

 
WA Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 

 
 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 



WORD 
P  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Isiah 64: 1—9 
L  1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 
like a filthy cloth. 

 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 
potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80: 1—7, 17—19   (to be read responsively) 
L  11Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

   shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
C   2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength 

and come to help us. 
 
L  3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C   O LORD| God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 
L  5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears 

to drink. 



C   6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us 

to scorn. 
 
L    7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved  

C   17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made 

so strong for yourself. 
 
L    And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your 

name. 

C   19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved. 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1: 3—9  
L  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has 
been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
C  Allelulia.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  All flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.  Alleluia.  
 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 13:24--37 

P  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P  [Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 



winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  

 
P   The gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

+++    Online SERMON    +++    The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor   +++ 

 
 
 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” (St. George’s Windsor), # 693 (verses 1,2,4) 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, Alt. Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893. Public domain. 
 

1  Come, ye thankful people, come; 
    raise the song of harvest home. 
    All be safely gathered in 
    ere the winter storms begin. 
    God, our maker, doth provide 
    for our wants to be supplied. 
    Come to God's own temple, come, 
    raise the song of harvest home. 
 



2 All the world is God's own field, 
   fruit unto his praise to yield; 
   wheat and tares together sown, 
   unto joy or sorrow grown. 
   First the blade, and then the ear, 
   then the full corn shall appear. 
   Lord of harvest, grant that we 
   wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 
   to thy final harvest home. 
   Gather then thy people in, 
   free from sorrow, free from sin, 
   there, forever purified, 
   in thy garner to abide. 
   Come, with all thine angels, come, 
   raise the glorious harvest home! 
 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
WA  Let us confess the faith of the church. 

 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 
WA  We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your 

call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you 
draw near. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted 

waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 
Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God.  

C   Your mercy is great. 



 
WA    We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the 

world. Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those 
who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for 
those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 

homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, 
and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. (Local feeding or housing 
ministries may be named). Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease 
their minds. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, 

anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses (especially). Ease 
their suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 

justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names 
are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your 
redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
 
 
P  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you.  

 
 
SHARE THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
 
 

Without shaking hands, share the universal sign of 
peace with your neighbors. 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P  Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD   
P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 
being. 
For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 

P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from 
exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 

P Send your Spirit of truth, of God; rekindle your gifts within us:  renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
 



 
BLESSING 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
SENDING SONG  
“Holy Spirit Ever Dwelling” (In Babilone) , #582  (all verses) 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt. Music: Oude en Nieuwc Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710. Public 
domain. 

 

 

1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling 
in the holiest realms of light; 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding 
o'er a world of gloom and night; 
Holy Spirit, ever raising 
those of earth to thrones on high; 
living, life-imparting Spirit, 
you we praise and magnify.  
 

2 Holy Spirit, ever living 
as the church's very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
through us in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
in the church the mind of Christ: 
you we praise with endless worship 
for your gifts and fruits unpriced. 
 

3 Holy Spirit, ever working 
through the church's ministry; 
quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving, 
setting captive sinners free; 
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
age to age and soul to soul 
in communion never ending, 
you we worship and extol. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

+++          +++          +++ 



 

For Your Information 
 
2021 Telephone Directory Update 
The 2021 Telephone Directory is planned for distribution before Christmas. 
Please check your information that is on-line at our website Stlukeoib.org. 
This is the most current information we have on everyone as of August,2020. 
 
On our website click on Resources- click on Directory- the password is Stluke$0107. 
If you don't have access to our website please call the church office on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday and ask to go over your directory information to ensure we have your most recent 
records. Thanks for your cooperation in keeping everyone up to date! 
 

BFA CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AND SENIORS 
This year St. Luke is supporting the Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA) Christmas Gift 
Program by collecting monetary donations.  Due to the coronavirus, BFA staff will do the 
shopping for you!  Look for the decorated Christmas gift box where you can insert your 
donations.  The box will be located in the hallway outside the church office Mondays through 
Thursdays during office hours (9am – 2pm) and in the entrance to the Sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings.  Checks should be made out to “Brunswick Family Assistance.”  You may also 
mail your checks to the church.  Donations will be collected throughout November.  Thank 
you for your generosity in helping to make it a bright and blessed Christmas for the less 
fortunate members of our community with increased numbers this year due to the outbreak 
and economic impact of COVID-19! 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
Today, November 29, is the final day to order poinsettias.  Price: $6/pot.  Complete the form 
and include a check made out to St Luke Lutheran Church with “Poinsettia” in the memo.  As 
in the past, the flowers will adorn the altar, baptismal font and other Sanctuary sites.   
 
THE LORD’S FOOD PANTRY 

St Luke continues to distribute food on its assigned Saturdays for The Lord’s Food Pantry 

held at Camp United Methodist in Shallotte.  The need is great and as the pandemic 

continues, the need is increasing. We are continuing to accept food donations and/or checks 

to purchase food for distribution.  If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about 

food donations, please contact Becky Overcash. 
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