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SUNDAY WORSHIP, November 8, 2020 
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage 

one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and 

foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s 

coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 

 

 

WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE 
Meditation on “Mt. Pisgah”, from “The Hallelujah” (1854), Gilbert Martin.  

Bud Esper, organ.   
© 1990, Lorenz Publishing. Used by permission under One License #A-729360.  All rights reserved. 

From the song, “O, could I find, from day to day, a nearness to my God! 

Then should my hours glide sweet away, while leaning on His Word.” 

 
 
GATHERING 
P   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C   Amen. 

 
P   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C   Amen. 

  
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 
C   we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 



Amen. 
 
P  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

 
 
KYRIE 
WA   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 

 
WA   Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
WA   Let us pray.  
 
WA   O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your 

Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C   Amen. 

 
 
WORD 
P  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 



FIRST READING: Amos 5: 18—24 
L   18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!  Why do you want the day of the LORD?  

It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or 
went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is 
not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away 
from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
PSALM: Psalm 70 (read responsively) 
 
L  1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me. 

C   Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; 

      let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
  
L  3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, because they are 

ashamed. 
C   4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your salvation 

say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 
 

L  5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me speedily, O God. 

C   6You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  

 
 
SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 4: 13—18 
L   13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 
who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with 
the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, 
do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
C  Alleluia.  In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself,  

 entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  Alleluia.  

  

GOSPEL: Matthew 25: 1-13 
 
P  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  

 
5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight 
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’  

 
10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  

 

P   The gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 

+++   SERMON   +++   Rev. Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor   +++ 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   
“Canticle of the Turning” (Star of County Down),  #723  (verses 1, 2 & 4 with refrain after each) 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952. Music: Irish traditional. © 1990 GIA Publications. Used by permission under One 
License #A-729360.  All rights reserved. 
 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things  

that you bring to the ones who wait.  
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,  
and my weakness you did not spurn,  
so from east to west shall my name be blest.  
Could the world be about to turn? 

 
 

Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws 

near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age,  

we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard  

is the promise which holds us bound,  
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,  
who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

 

Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws 

near, and the world is about to turn. 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
WA  Let us confess the faith of the church. 

 
C      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. 
 
WA  Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with 

sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who 
lead us in praise and prayer (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 
 
WA  Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless 

the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious 
living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 



WA    Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the 

courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who 
stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy 
to prevail. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 
WA  Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those 

who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their 
identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 
WA  Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and 

retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of 
duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear 
us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 
WA  Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. 

Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for 
the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

 
P   Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. our Lord. 
C   Amen. 

 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C   And also with you.  

 
 
 
SHARE THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

P  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you  shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

  

Without shaking hands, share the universal sign of peace 
with your neighbors. 



 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD   
P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  for your 
Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:  freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 

 
P Send your Spirit of truth, of God; rekindle your gifts within us:  renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  Faithful to your Word, 
O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
 
BLESSING 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C   Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  
“Blessed Assurance” (Assurance),  #638  (all 3 verses with refrain after each) 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908.  Public Domain. 

 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  
Refrain 
 
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above 
 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.   
Refrain 
 
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
 watching and waiting, looking above, 
 filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
Refrain 
 

Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
WA  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C     Thanks be to God. 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

+ + +          + + +          + + + 
 
 
 

For Your Information 
 
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
Due to the pandemic, we will be hosting our Annual Congregation Meeting on Tuesday, 
November, 17th at 6:30pm on Zoom.  By now, you have received your invitations via email.  
Those without email will receive information via post office mail.  We will be voting on the 
budget for 2021 as well as new Church Council nominees.  We have 3 volunteers for 4 
positions.  If anyone in the congregation would like to volunteer please call Janet Vetrano 910 
575 2595.  Thank you in advance for volunteering. 
 
BFA CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AND SENIORS 
This year St. Luke is supporting the Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA) Christmas Gift 
Program by collecting monetary donations.  Due to the coronavirus, BFA staff will do the 
shopping for you!  Look for the decorated Christmas gift box where you can insert your 
donations.  The box will be located in the hallway outside the church office Mondays through 
Thursdays during office hours (9am – 2pm) and in the entrance to the Sanctuary on Sunday 



mornings.  Checks should be made out to “Brunswick Family Assistance.”  You may also 
mail your checks to the church.  Donations will be collected throughout November.  Thank 
you for your generosity in helping to make it a bright and blessed Christmas for the less 
fortunate members of our community with increased numbers this year due to the outbreak 
and economic impact of COVID-19! 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
The Altar Guild has organized the annual Christmas Poinsettia Sale.  Price: $6/pot.  Please 
complete the order form provided as an insert today and include a check made out to St Luke 
Lutheran Church with “Poinsettia” in the memo.  Deadline: first Sunday of Advent, November 
29, 2020.  As in the past, the flowers will adorn the altar, baptismal font and other Sanctuary 
sites until Christmas Eve service when you will be able to collect yours. 
 
LMM YEAR’S END MEETING 
All men of St Luke church are welcome! November 30th 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. Email or 
text John Schmidt if you will be attending.  
 
SOUP-to-GO EVENT sponsored by Brunswick County Homeless Coalition 
Saturday, November 21, 11am to 1:30pm at the BSRI Center, 101 Stone Chimney Rd, Supply.  
Suggested donation:  $5/bag which includes ready-to-go soup or chili in a carryout cup with 
lid, serving of bread, cookie, napkin and spoon.  For more info:  
http://BrunswickHomeless.com 
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