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Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham 
and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will 
remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share 
Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We 
receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham 
receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in 
baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 
 
Congregation sits 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE 
“I Will Lift Up My Eyes to the Hills” (Psalm 121), Robert Lau. Bud Esper, Organ. 
© 2017 Lorenz Publishing Co. Used with permission under One License @A-729360.  All rights reserved. 

 
 
Congregation stands 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
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by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
 
GREETING   
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
 
WA  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 
 
WA  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 
 
WA For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 
 
WA   For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C   Lord, have mercy. 
 
WA  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
WA Let us pray.  

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ 
that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Congregation sits 
 
WORD 
P  God speaks to us in scripture reading and preaching. 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 17: 1—7, 15—16 
L 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said 

to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make 
my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 
3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you.” 
   
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.” 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 22: 23—31       (to be read responsively) 
 

L  23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in 
awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel.  

C 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither 
is the LORD‘s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears 
them. 

 
L 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in 

the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
C 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 

May your hearts live forever!  
 
L 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families 

of nations shall bow before God. 
C 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
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L 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down 

to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
C 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to 

generations to come. 
 
L 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, 

“The LORD has acted!”  
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4: 13—25 
L 13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 

his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 
of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, 
“So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about 
a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 
20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for 
his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

 
L  The word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregation stands 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
C  May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world.  
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GOSPEL:  Mark 8: 31—38 
 
P  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P  31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will 
it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
P   The gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Congregation sits 

   
+++     SERMON    +++   Pastor Christian Eichorn     +++ 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
Medley, “Take My Life” with “I Surrender All”, arr. Tom Fettke.  
Bud Esper, Piano 
© 2004 Alfred Music Publishing. Used with permission under One License @A-729360.  All rights reserved. 

 
 
Congregation stands 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
WA Let us confess the faith of the church. 
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C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
Congregation stands 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in need. 

 

WA For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and 
near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
WA For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean 

deep; mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
WA For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and 

security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of 
governments, that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let 
us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
WA For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform 

sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into 
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
WA For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones 

who cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that 
God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
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WA In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly 
pilgrimage (especially missionaries Cyril and Methodius), that their lives of 
service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
 
P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 

the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C   And also with you.  
 
 
SHARE THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
Congregation sits 

  

OFFERING PRAYER   
P God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 

grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
C Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD   
P Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 
being.  For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: 

freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from 
exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:  

Without shaking hands, share the universal sign 
of peace with your neighbors. 
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forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

C we give you thanks and praise. 
 
P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:  renew our faith, 

increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.  
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

  

  

BLESSING   
P May Christ, born into time to bring endless peace, guide our days and years in 

righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The Lord bless and 
keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen.  
 
 
DISMISSAL  
WA Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE  

 
+++          +++          +++  
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-- Thank you for worshiping with us today -- 

 
Pastor Eichorn was joined today, by the following Saint Luke family members 
assisting in today’s live video-stream and onsite worship services:  
 

Altar Guild Deanie Currey, Jane Lanzillo, Dianne Ward 
AV Team Gary Reynolds, Karen Reynolds 

Bulletin Diana Black 

Church Music Bud Esper, Director of Church Music 

Clean Team Joyce Charity, Deanie Currey 

Eucharistic Minister Joyce Rivenburgh 

Greeters Carolyn Gnam, Pat Meyer 
Lector Rod Peterson 
Ushers Jim Meyer, Doug Snively 

 
 

See the Bulletin insert for the Sunday Prayer List 

 
 

-- For Your Information -- 
 
 

GREATER SHALLOTTE MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION (GSMA)  
Every year GSMA coordinates an annual 6-part luncheon series which was cut short last year 
in response to the COVID pandemic.  Mark your calendars if interested; more information 
about sign-up and linking into the online meeting is forthcoming.  Please note that our very 
own Pastor Eichorn will present on March 3rd. 
 

Remaining programs: 
  
Second Week of Lent: What Are The Voices Of Weeping Mary And Challenging Jesus 
Telling Us?   
March 3, John 20:1–18, Speaker: Chris Eichorn 
  
Third Week of Lent:  Where Are You, God?  
March 10, Read: Psalm 77: 2, Speaker: Stefanie Riley 
  
Fourth Week of Lent: What Are Some Of The Great Promises That Co-Exist With Great 
Demands?  
March 17, Read: Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18, Speaker: Alex Parker 
  
Fifth Week of Lent:  If Not Me, Then Who?  

March 24, Isaiah 44:1-8; 2 Corinthians 3:4-11, Speaker: Fran Salone-Pelletier 
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This Week at Saint Luke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scriptures for Sunday, March 7 

Third Sunday of Lent 
Exodus 20: 1—7 

Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1: 18—25 

John 2: 13—22 
 
 

 

 

  

Sunday, February 28 9:30am and 11:00am Sanctuary Worship  
Online Worship Service; live-streamed at 9:30; available on YouTube 

under Live Casts; and then available on our website the next day 

 
Monday, March 1  Online sign-up begins for Lenten Wednesday, March 3  
     Online sign-up begins for Sunday, March 7 services 
     10:00am Property Committee  
 
Tuesday, March 2   9:30am Morning Prayer in Fellowship Hall 
     Sign-up closes for Lenten Wednesday service 
 
Wednesday, March 3  Sign-up closes for Sunday services 
     5:00pm Lenten Wednesday service  
 
Thursday, March 4   
 
Friday, March 5    
 
Saturday, March 6   
  
Sunday, March 7   9:30am and 11:00am Sanctuary Worship* with  

Online Worship Service; live-streamed at 9:30; available on YouTube 

under Live Casts; and then available on our website the next day 
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