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A Celebration of the Resurrection and Life of 

Doris P. Peterson 
Saint Luke Lutheran Church 

Saturday, May 16, 2026 - 11am 
The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor, Officiating 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DORIS P. PETERSON 
Born ~ March 5, 1941 

Joined the Church Triumphant ~ April 16, 2026 
Confirmed ~ April 28, 1954   |   Married ~ August 12, 1967 

Received into Membership ~ Saint. Luke Lutheran Church March 31, 2002 

 
 

 

Message of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy 
God’s message of hope extends beyond the present suffering to a future where pain and grief 
will be no more. In Revelation 21:4, it is written, "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away."                            ~ “…Joy cometh in the morning!”   Psalm 30:5 

~ “Peace I leave with you; Peace I give you…”  John 14:27 
 
 

 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/revelation/21-4.html
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Preservice Music                                 Bud Esper, Director of Music 
"Toccata" from Organ Symphony #5 in F major, Charles-Marie Widor. 
Jonathan Scott, organ. (c) 2023 Scottbrothersduo. 
 

GREETING 
 

Congregation stands 
OPENING HYMN “Here I am Lord”, #574  

(Music on next page) 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his 

death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 

P Eternal God, creator of heaven and earth, who formed us from the 
dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life; we glorify you. 

C We glorify you.  
P Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for 

all humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal 
life; we praise you. 

C     We praise you.  
P Holy Spirit, author and give of life, the comforter of all who 

sorrow, our sure confidence and everlasting hope; we worship you. 
C We worship you. 
P Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we gather today to 

remember Doris Peterson. We thank you for giving her to us to 
know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In 
your boundless compassion, console us who mourn her loss. 
Illumine our lives with the light of your love, so we may see in 
death the gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on 
earth in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those 
who have gone before us; we pray this through your son Jesus 
Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Congregation sits 
FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 25:6-9 
L The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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A READING OF PSALM 23 
L/C 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie 

down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3he 
restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's 
sake. 4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff — they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever. 

 

SECOND READING ~ 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregation stands 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” S-151A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN 14:1-6 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregation sits 
 

Words of Remembrance and Love 
 

+ Homily ~ The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor + 
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 SOLOIST “On Eagles Wings”, #787 
Alice Christiansen, soloist & leader 
Congregation refrain only 

 
Soloist/Leader  You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
     who abide in this shadow for life, 
     say to the Lord: "My refuge, 
     my rock in whom I trust!" Refrain (below) 
 

Refrain – congregation 
 

 
 
Soloist/Leader  The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
     and famine will bring you no fear; 
     under God's wings your refuge, 
     with faithfulness your shield.  Refrain (above) 
 
Soloist/Leader  You need not fear the terror of the night, 
     nor the arrow that flies by day; 
     though thousands fall about you, 
     near you it shall not come.  Refrain (above) 
 
Soloist/Leader  For to the angels God's given a command 
     to guard you in all of your ways; 
     upon their hands they will bear you up, 
     lest you dash your foot against a stone.  

Final Refrain (next page) 
 
Final Refrain – congregation sings (next page) 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
P Let us confess the faith of the church. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Let us pray.…God of mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P …your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P     The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C     And also with you. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  S-206 (Front of hymnal, page #206) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: S-153 

 
P ...To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Congregation sits 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
Our communion is open to all who are baptized. All others are welcome 
to come forward to receive a blessing. Ushers will guide you forward to 
receive a wafer from the Pastor and wine/juice from assistant. Drop 
your empty cup in the basket at end of the first pew. 
 
“Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)” S-154 (Front of hymnal, page #154) 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN “God Loved The World”, #323  
 (Music on next page) 
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Congregation stands 
TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raised”, #207 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us 

new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our 
communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world 
into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
  
BLESSING 
P God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling 

Spirit ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
COMMENDATION 
WA Let us commend Doris Peterson to the mercy of God, our maker 

and redeemer. 
P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend Doris Peterson. 

Acknowledge we ask you a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the 
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and 
into the glorious company of all your saints in light.  

C Amen. 
WA Let us go forth in peace. 

  
HYMN “When Peace Like a River” #785  

(Music on next page) 
  

Please follow the family to the Columbarium  
for The Committal Service 
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THE COMMITTAL 
A Reading from First Corinthians.  
P … The Lord bless her and keep her.  The Lord make his face shine 

on her and be gracious to her. The Lord look upon her with favor 
and give her peace. 

C Amen. 
P Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; And let light perpetually shine upon 

her. 
P Lord, Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. Grant 

to us, your servants, so to follow in faith where you have led the 
way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you and wake 
in your likeness; to you, the author and giver of life, be all honor 
and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
THE INTERNMENT  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. . .  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  
BLESSING  
P The God of peace—who brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant—make you complete in everything 
good so that you may do God’s will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
WA  Let us go in peace.  
  

Immediately after the service,  
please join us in the Church’s Fellowship Hall  
for a time of fellowship and to honor Doris.  

A luncheon will be served. 
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‘Our Beloved Doris’ 
Doris P. Peterson, 85, of Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina, passed away peacefully 
on April 16, 2026. Born on March 5, 1941, in Brooklyn, New York, Doris always 
proudly claimed Brooklyn as her hometown, even after her family moved to 
Chappaqua, New York, where she attended high school. Then on to college at 
Potsdam State, where she earned a degree in education.  She began her teaching 
career in Mt. Kisco, NY, but soon moved to Willow Grove, PA, where she taught 
kindergarten in the Abington School District. She met the love of her life, Rod, in 
1964 and they were married on August 12, 1967.  They settled in South Plainfield, 
New Jersey, in 1969 and welcomed two sons: Paul and Kevin.  Doris devoted herself 
to raising her boys before returning to her career within the Kenilworth, New Jersey, 
school system, where she taught fourth grade and volunteered to teach a Family 
Science program in the evenings. With Doris and Rod both being teachers, the entire 
family had summers off, and those summers were spent exactly where Doris loved 
most: at the cottage at Bayview Beach in Milford, CT.  (She called it her little piece 
of heaven.)  She had spent every summer there as a girl, and now she brought her 
own family to enjoy the cool breezes, walks along the sand, and the simple task of 
collecting white stones for the driveway.  However, no summer was more 
memorable than their eight-week odyssey across the United States in a 27-foot 
motor home; a journey that resulted in stories retold with laughter and wonder for 
decades. In 1979, the family moved to Berkeley Heights, New Jersey, where they 
remained until both Doris and Rod retired from teaching. In 1999, they began a new 
chapter in Ocean Ridge Plantation in Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina, a place that 
quickly became a home filled with good times and dear friends. Retirement granted 
Doris and Rod the opportunity to see the world. They enjoyed numerous cruises: 
exploring Alaska, Australia, New Zealand, the Baltic capitals, and the Mediterranean, 
as well as beautiful river cruises throughout Europe to places like Paris to Prague. 
One of their most treasured experiences was a two-week safari in Africa, featuring 
up-close encounters with nature’s most amazing wildlife. At home, Doris found joy 
and deep satisfaction in the "quiet chaos" of her sewing room. She was especially 
known for her beautiful handmade crafts for children, her colorful Christmas 
ornaments, costumes and clothing for her kids, and her stunning “Radiant Star” 
quilting decorations, which showcased both her patience and her artistry.  She sold 
her work at local craft shows and gifted every penny to her grandchildren. It was 
her unique way of turning her talent into an expression of love. One of life’s simple 
pleasures that Doris truly savored was chocolate, in all its forms.  Whether it was a 
Hershey bar, a rich dessert, or just a chocolate chip cookie, she was never one to 
say no.  Her most cherished daily ritual was a steaming mug of hot chocolate that 
Rod made for her each morning, which she regarded as the perfect way to start the 
day. Doris had a gift for games that was nothing short of uncanny.  Whether it was 
a casual game of backgammon or “stones” or scat or bridge or canasta, she had a 
knack for most any game that always left her opponents amazed.  While she usually 
won, what she loved even more was the togetherness the games brought. She passed 
that love of games on to her children and grandchildren, and some of the family’s 
most cherished memories are playing games in the evenings, and all of the kids 
asking for just one more hand. Doris and Rod were both long-time members of St. 
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Luke Lutheran Church in Ocean Isle Beach, where they found community, 
fellowship, comfort, and faith. Doris is survived by her husband, Rod; her son Paul 
and his wife Melissa, and their children Daphne, Zachary, and Faith; and her son 
Kevin and his wife Kacie, and their children Connor and Allison.  She treasured each 
of them deeply, and their lives are forever brightened by her love. And they will 
miss her tremendously. A memorial service celebrating Doris’s life will be held at 
11:00 AM on May 16, 2026, at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Ocean Isle Beach. Her 
family holds her memory close - grateful for her quiet grace, her generous heart, 
and the immense joy she brought into their lives. 
 

~ Thank you for being with us today ~ 
The following members assisted with today’s 

service with live streaming: 
 

The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor 
 

Altar Care 
Marie Keating, Lori Schneider 

 
Audio Visual Streaming 

Ed & Marie Keating 
 

Bulletin and Photography 
Dawn Plyler, Lori Schneider 

 

Church Music & Soloist/Leader 
Bud Esper, Director of Music 

Alice Christiansen 
 

Communion Assistant/Greeter 
Sue Heitmuller, Beverly Werner 

 

Lector 
Rod Meadows 

 

Ushers 
Jim Drake, Dan Mardis 

 

Communion Worship Assistant 
Emil Gnam 

     
 

ST LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5869 Ocean Highway West, Ocean Isle Beach NC 28469 

main: 910.579.0107 | email: stlukeelca@stlukeoib.org | website: stlukeoib.org 
office hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00am to 2:00pm 

The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor 
cell/text: 610.393.7622 | email: pastoreichorn@stlukeoib.org 

Bud Esper, M.A., Director of Church Music 
stlukemusic@stlukeoib.org | stlukeelca@stlukeoib.org 

Dawn Plyler, Parish Administrator 
main: 910.579.0107 | email: stlukeelca@stlukeoib.org 

Portions recorded by permission under One License #A-729360. All rights reserved.  
Portions from sundaysandseasons.com.  

Portions copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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